
PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE.

Opeataff of the Second Session of
the Fifty-Fir- st Conffresa

SPieeH t Ilarriso Transmit HI Beoond
Annuel Hnuii to Congreas,

which U Itaart In lloth
HOMM

' TAsniNfnos, Doc. 1. Promptly at
--noon, both houses of Congress were
called to order, in the presence of
large and interested crowds of specta
tors. Numerous floral emblems deco
rated the desks of favored Senators and
Depresontatives, and there was a worry
iflow of badinage over the results of the
late elections.

The preliminary business having been
"transacted, which consisted in adminis-
tering' the oath to a few new Senators
aad members, the usual committees
were appointed to wait upon the Pres-
ident and inform him that Congress was
ia evasion and ready to receive any
communication he might be pleasod to
make.

At 1:5? p. m. Private Secretary Hal-Cor- d

appeared at the bar of the House
and presented tho President's annual

aessage which was at once read. A
copy was also presented in the Senate.
The message is as follows:

TO TDK SENATE AND HOUSE OP REPRESENTA-
TIVES The reports of tin- - several executive
4lepartuients, which will be laid before Con- -

lu the usual course, will exhibit inSmw operations of the Government for
aba last fiMciil year. Only the more linpor-tu- t

inciUentii and results uml chiefly Htich
ma nitty he tint foundation of the recom-
mendation I shall submit, will bo referred to
ia this annual message.

The vast and increasing business of tho
Government Iium been trmiriacted by the sev-
eral departments duriiiK the year w ith faith-
fulness, energy and success. The revenue,
amounting to ubovu amu.miD.UiK), baa been col-
lected and disbursed without revealing, ho
far aa 1 can ascertain, a single euse ot de-

falcation or embezzlement. An earnest
effort baa been made to stimulate a Bonne of
responsibility and public duty in all officer
Mad employe of every grade, and tho work
Ooae by them nan aluioHt wholly escaped

criticism. 1 apeak of thcitc mutter
with freedom, because the credit of thin
flood work is not mine, but Is shared by the
beads of the Heveral departmenta with the
jrreat body of faithful officer and employes
who acrve under them. The closest scrutiny
of Congress Is invited to alt the method of

he Administration, und to every Hum of ex-
penditure.

FOREIGN RELATIONS.
The friendly relation of our country with

Che nation of Kuropc und of the East have
been undisturbed, while the tie of good will
and common Interest that bind u to the
etatea of the Western Hemiphere have been
notably strengthened by the conference held
la tbia capital to consider measures for tho
general welfare.

THK INTERNATIONAL MARINE CONFERENCE.
The Inturnutional Marine Conference

which met at Washington last winter
reached a very gratifying result The regu-
lations suggested have been brought to the
.attention of all the government represent-tl- ,

and their general adoption i coiiildcntly
expected. The legislation of Congress at
Abe last session is in conformity with tho
propositions of the conference, ami the proc-
lamation therein provided for will be issued
wbeu the other powers have given notice of
aaauP atinsaiowi -

THK IIRAZILIAN REPUBLIC.
toward the end of the past year the only

.Independent monarchical government on the
Western continent, that or llruzil, ceased to
exist und was succeeded by a republic. Dip-
lomatic relations were at once established
with the new government, but It wus not
completely recognized until an opportunity
bad been afforded to ascertain that it had
popular approval and support. When the
course of events hud yielded assurances of
tbia fact, no time was lost In extending the
new government a full and cordial welcome
iato the family of American commonwealths.

THE KILLING OF BAItltl'NDIA.
The killing of General Xarrundiu on board

ftbe rue i tic Mail Steamer Acuptilco, while
en transit in the port of Sun Jose do

tiuaicmula, demanded careful inquiry, llav-lu- g

failed in a revolutionary attempt to In-

vade Guiitcinula from Mexican territory
general Iturrundia took pussugo ut Acupulco
.for Panama. The consent of the represent-Uve- a

of the Vnltcd States was sought to
effect bia seizure, first ut Chumprlco, where

be steamer touched, and uftcrwards at Sun
Jose. The captuin of the steamer refused to

(Rive up bia passenger without a written or
di'T from the I'nited States Minister:
tfce latter furnished the desired
tetter, stipulating as the conditions
of bia action, that General Jiurrundia'a life
should be spared and that he should be tried
only (or offenses growing out of bis insurrec-
tionary movements. This letter was pro-
duced to the captain of the Aeapulco by the
military commander ut San .lose as his war-a- t

to take tho passenger from the steumer.
sfoneral Harrundia resisted capture and waa
Skilled. It being evident that tho Minister,
.Mr. aligner, had exceeded the bounds of his
i authority in intervening, in compliance with
Abe demands of the Guatemalan authorities,
to authorize aud effect, in violation of proce-den- t,

the seizure on a vessel of the I'nited
Mtaiea of a passenger In transit churged with
political offenses, in order that he might be
Iield for audi offenses under whut was de-
scribed as martial law, I wus constrained to
disavow Air. Mizuer's act and recall bitn from
Jiajpoet.

TDK NICARAGUA CANAL PROJECT.
Th Nicaragua canal project, under the

control of our citizens, Is making the most
encouraging progress, all the preliminary
conditions and initiul nperutlons having been
4Moomplisbed within the prescribed time.

THE CHILIAN CLAIMS.
' IBorlng the year negotiations have been

for the settlement of the claims of
.ABMV-tra- n citizens against the Government
of CbJJi, principally growing out of the lute
war with Peru. The reports from our Minis.

ttrw at Santiago warrant the expectation of an
early and satisfactory adjustment.

CHINA.
Our relations with China, whloh have for

years occupied so important a place
.ta our olplouiatio history, have called for
earclnl consideration and have been the sub--le-

of much correspondence. Thecomuiunl-- r

cations of the Chinese Minister have brought
Into view the whole subject of our conve-

ntional relations with bia country; and at the
uune time this Government, through Its legs-- ,

tioa at l'ekin, has sought to arrange various
(natters and complaints touching the inter-at- s

and protections of our citizens in China.
' sa perauanee of the concurrent resolution of
Octobw 1, I), I have proposed to the Got-craose-

of Mexico, and Great Itritaln, to
tder a conventional regulation ot the

Ming of Chinese laborers across our south-- ,
anu northern frontiers.

SAMOA AFFAIRS.
) flatnoan treaty, signed last vear at Her

nia bf tbe repreeentaiiTes ot the I'nited
rJtasna, Germany and Great Britain, after due
ratifloation and exchange, bas begun to pro-lae- e

salutary effects. The formation of the
Uovernnieat agreed upon will soon replace

' ae disorder of tbe past by a stable admini-
stration, al ike Just to t be natives and equ itable
to the three powers toost concerned in trade
tad Intercourse with the Sainoan Islands.

RELATIONS WITH GREAT BRITAIN.
Tbe new treaty of extradition with Great

Britain, after due ratification, waa pro-
claimed on tbe 2Ub of last March. Its benefl-.eim- l

work ia already apparent. The differ-,rm- x

between the two governments touching
itaxi fur-sea- l question In the liehringsea is not
yet adjusted, as will lie seen by the

will soon be luid before (On-jrrm- a.

The offer to submit the question to
arbitration, as pruposvd by iltr i'ajcstj s

Government, has not been accepted,
for the reason that the form of submission
nronosed Is not thought to he calcu
lated to assure a conclusion satisfactory to
eitner puny, it is sincerely uopcu mat no
fore tbe opening of another sealing season
some arrangements may be effected which
will assure to the I'nited States a property
right, derived from Itussla, which was not
disregarded by any nation for more than
eighty years preceding tbe outbreak of tbe
existing irouuics.

MEXICAN AFFAIRS.
The friendship between our country and

Mexico, born of close neighborhood and
strengtliened by muny considerations of In-

timate Intercourse und reciprocal Interest,
has never been more conspicuous than now,
nor more hopeful of Inereused benefit to both
nations. The intercourse of the two coun-
tries by rail, already grout, la uiuklug eon-stu-

growth.
RELATIONS WITH SPAIN.

The cordial character of our relations with
Spain warrants the hope that by the contin-
uance of methods of friendly negotiation,
much may be accomplished in the direction
of an adjustment of pending finest Ion und of
the Increase of our trade. The extent und
development of our trade with the Island of
Cuba invest tho commercial relation of the
I'nited Stutes anil Spain with a peculiar Im-

portance. It Is not doubted that u special ar-
rangement in regard to commerce, based
upon the reciprocity provision of the recent
Tariff act, would operate most beneficially
for both governments. This subject is now
receiving attention.

THK t'ONSl'LAR SERVICE.
The legislation of the past few years has

evinced on the part of Congress a growing
realization of the importance of the consular
service In fostering our commercial relations
abroad und In protecting the domestic rev-
enues. As the scope of operations expands,
Inereused provision must be made to keep up
the essential standard of clttclcnev. The
necessity of somcndcuiiatc measure of super-
vision aiid inspection has been so often pre-
sented that I need only commend the subject
to your utteution.

FINANCIAL.
The revenues of the Government from nil

sources for the fiscal year ending Juno.),
ISM), were t4tM,'Jii;,0HiiVi, und tho total ex- -

for the same period wereJienditures postal receipts have not hereto-
fore been Included In the statement
of these aggregates, and tor the pur-
pose of comparison the sum of $i'iI),hk,u',;.I2
should be deducted from both side of the
account. The surplus for the year, Includ-
ing the amount applied to the sinking fund,
w us $(!5.344,l!r;.M. The receipts for lW) were
$lx,(tio,W:t.7!l, and the expenditures l.7;f.,-H7- 1

in excess of those of The customs
receipts increased IS.Has.M'.'.HM, und the re-

ceipts from internal revenue SU,72ft,l!l-,e- .

while on the side of expenditures, that for
pensions wus $li),n,0T4.IM in excess of the
preceding year.

RECEIPTS ASD EXPENDITURES.
The Treasury statement for the current

fiscal year, purtly uctuul und purtly estimat-
ed, is as follows:

Keeelpts from nil soureese, $4fM,nOf,000; total
expenditures, HM.0O0.owo. leaving a surplus
of SM.um.Wio not taking the postal receipts
Into account on either side. The los of rev-
enue from customs for the lust quarter is
estimated at Ru.noO.nm), hut from tni is de-

ducted u gain of about fhi.oniuioo realized
during the first four months of the year.

For the vear 1W tho total estimated
are'fCO.nnn.wiO und the estimated ex-

penditures $:ir7.M.V2,,.'r.U2, leaving un estimat-
ed surplus of $ir,U7.7'.Mi.5S, which, with u cash
balance of M,imn,(K tit the beginning of the
yeur, will give $n;,U7,7!i.W us tho sum avail-
able for the redemption of outstanding
bonds or other uses. The estimates of re-

ceipts and expenditures for the Post-oitle- e

Department being equal ure not included in
this statement on either side.

Pl'llCIIANE OF SILVER BTLLIOS.
The net "directing the purchase of silver

bullion and the issue of Treasury note
thereon," upproved June 14, lto. ha been
administered by the Secretary of the Treas-urvwithu- n

earnest nurntme to get Into cir
culation at the earliest possible dates the full
monthly amounts ot Treasury notes contem- -

luted by Its provisions, end at tho same
hue to give to the market for silver bullion

such support lis the luw conicmpiuies. jne
recent dcprcelution lu the price of sil-

ver bus been observed with regret.
The rapid rlso iu price which antici-
pated und followed the passage of the
act was influenced In some degree by specu-
lation, mid the recent reaction is in part the
result of the same cause and iu part of the
recent monetary disturbances. Some months
of further trial will be noeessury to deter-
mine the permanent effect of the recent legis-
lation upon silver values, but it is gratifying
to know that tho increased circulation se-

cured bv the act has exerted und will continue
to exert u more beneficial influence upon
business und upon general values.

CIRCULATION OF MONET.
The efforts of the Secretary to increase the

volume of money in circulation by keeping
down the treasury surplus to the lowest prac-
ticable limit have beeu unremitting, und in u
very high degree successful. The tables pre-
sented by him, showing the increase of
money In circulation during the pust two de-

cades, and especially the tublo showing the
increase during the eighteen months he has
administered the affairs of the department,
ere interesting und Instructive. The In-

crease of money in circulation dur-
ing the nineteen months has been in
the aggregate $!U,66,H13, or about $1.50 per
capitu. and of this Increase only S7.1on,ooo
was due to the recent silver legislation.
Thut this substantial and needed aid given
to commerce resulted in un enormous re-
duction of the public debt und of the annual
Interest charge is mutter of Inereused satis-
faction. There have been purchased and re-
deemed since March 4, 1WJ, 4 and 4'i per
cent, bonds to tho amount of f211,W2,4V), at a
cost of S74Csrji),74I, resulting in the reduction
of the unniiul Interest charge of $H,r7,G09,
and a total saving of interest of $.17tJ,70fi.

THE INTERNAL REVENUE.
I notice with groat pleasure the statement

of the Secretary that the reclpts from in-

ternal revenue nave Increased during the
last fiscal year nearly Sl2.0D0.0ii0, and that the
cost of collecting this larger revenue was
less by fufil" than for the same purpose In
the preceding vear. The percentage of cost
of collecting the customs revenue was less
for the lust fiscal yeur than ever before.

THE WAR DEPARTMENT.
The report of the Secretury of War exhibits

several gratifying results attained during the
year by wise and unostentatious methods.
The percentage of desertions from the army
(an evil for which both Congress and the de-

partment have long been seeking a remedy)
lias been reduced during the past year 24 per
cent., and for the months of August und
SepteiulNT, during which time the favorable
effects of the act of June IK were felt, 83 per
cent, as compared with the same months of
18t&.

OFFICIAL RECORDS.
The results attained by a reorganization

and consolidation of the divisions having
charge of tbe hospital and service records of
the volunteer soldiers are very remarkable.
This change was effected In July, 1HKM, and at
that time there were 40.RU cases awaiting at-

tention, more than half of these being calls
from the Pension Office for information nec
essary to the adjudication of pension claims.
On tbe Both day of June last, though over soo,-00- 0

new calls had come In, there was not a
single case that bad not been examined and
answered.

COAST DEFENSE WORKS AND ORDNANCE.

I concur in the recommendations of the
Secretary that adequate and regular appro-
priations be continued for coast defense
works and ordnance. 1'lans bave been prac
tically agreed upon and there can be no good
reason lor ueiuving me execution oi mem,
while the defeealse state of our great sea- -

porta furntebea an urgent reason, lor wise
expedition,

STATE MILITIA.
The encouragement that has been extended

to the militia of the States, generally, and
most appropriately, designated the "Na-
tional Guard," should Im continued and en-

larged. These m 1 1 ary orgii n i zat ions const
in a large sense, the urmy of the I'nited

States, while alMint five-sixth- s of the annual
cost of their maintenance Is defrayed by tbe
State.

THE DEPARTMENT OF JCmCE.
The report of the Attorney General Is,

under the law, submitted directly to Con-
gress, but as tbe lepartments of Justice is
one of the executive departments, smie
reference to the work Cone ia appropriate

here. A vigorous and, In the main, effective
effort has been made to bring to trial and
punishment all violators of the laws; but, at
the same time, care bas been take that friv-
olous and technical offenses should not be
used to swell tho fees of the officers or to
harass citizens. Kspeclal at-

tention is culled to the facts connected with
the prosecutions ot violations of the election
laws and offenses aguinst I'nited States off-

icer. The number of convictions secured,
very muny of them upon pious of guilty,
will. It is hoped, have a sulutary restraining
influence.

THE I DEPARTMENT.
The report of the Postmaster-Genera- l

snows tne most grunmng progress in ins
Important work committed to Indirection.
Tho business methods have been greutir
i..,,.r..v...l A larint eeiinoillV III expendi
tures aud un increase of W.75n,iO
hi reeelnta have Itccil realized. Hie
.i..ei..,w.v this tmf Is f.V7Hti.Hil0 as
against aii,3S0.1Kt lust year. Notwithstanding
the great enlargement of the service, iiiuil
routes nave noen cjioikicu iiimu i i

ami greater uccuracyund dispatch In distri-
bution and delivery Save been attained.

THE LAW. '

Tho pnssugeof the net to uniend certain
w.iliiiu of the Uevised Statutes relating to

lotteries, upproved September 1!'. Wt, bus
been received witu (rest unu uiwnrunii-ulu- r

favor. The I'osl-Olllc- e Department und
the Department of Justice ut once entered
nnim the enforcement of the law with
sympathetic vigor, mid already the public
mails nave Keen uirgeiy iret-- ir
fraudulent uml del Mlizliig appeals and
literature emanating from tho lottery com-
pulses.

THE KAVT.

The construction and equipment of the new
shins forthenuvv Have made very satisfac
tory progress. Since Mnrch 4, lwi, nine new
vessels have been put in commission, unci
iliii-liii- r Oil wlutitr four morn, includiiiir one
monitor, will be added. The construction of
the other vessel autnorizeu is Doing pusm-o- ,

both In the Government und prlvute yurds,
with energy, und wutohed with tbe most
scrupulous cure.

ARMOR PLATER.
The experiments conducted during tho

your to test the relative rcltlng power of
iirmor plutes huve been so vuluuble us to at-

tract greut attention in Kuropc. The only
part of the work upon the new ships that is
threatened bv unusual delay Is the armor
plating, and every effort Is being mude to re.
dueo that to the minimum. It Is a source
of congratulation that the anticipated In-

fluence of these modern vessels upon
the esprit du corps f l,t "ihcers und
seamen has been fully realized. Con-ti.i..t-

uml nrldrt in the sliln among
tho crew are equivalent 4o a secondary but-
tery. Your favorable consideration is In-

vited to the recommendations of the Secre-retur-

PErARTHbM or jus.
The report of the Secretury of the Interior

exhibits with great fullness and cleurness
the vast worK 01 tnut ucpuruiicni aim im
satisfactory results uttained. The sugges-
tions made bv hi 111 are earnestly commended
to tlie consideration of Congress, though
they cun not ull be given particular mention
here.

The several acts of Congress looking to the
reduction of the larger Indian reservations,
to the more rapid settlement of the Indian
upon Individual allotments and t:a restora-
tion to the public domain of lands III excess
of their needs, huve been lurgely curried Into
effect so fur as the work wax con-
fined to the Execulgvo. Agrceie.cnts have
been concluded since March 4, 1.involving the cession to the I'nited
States of about 14,72il,mu acres oi hind.

THE ITMLIC DOMAIN.

The pollcv outlined In my last annual mes-
sage In relation to the patenting of land to
settlers upon the public domain has been car-
ried out In the administration of the Land
Office. No general suspicion nor Imputation
of fraud bus been allowed to delay the hour-in- g

and adjudication of individuul cases
upon their merits.

TENSION.
The Dlsabllitv Pension uct. which tras sp.

proved on the 27th of June Inst, has beun nut
Into operation us rapidly us was practicable.
The increased clerical force as provided was
selected und assigned to work, und u consid-
erable part of the force engaged In examina-
tions In the field wus refilled und added to
the working force of the ofllco. The ex-

amination and adjudication of claims have,
bv rcuson of improved methods, been
more rapid than ever before. There is
no economy to tho Government In delay,
while there Is much hardship und Injustice
to the soldier. The anticipated expenditure,
while very lurge, will not, It I believed, be
In excess of the estimates mude before the
enactment of tho luw. This liberal enact-
ment of the general luw should suggest a
mors careful scrutiny of bills for special
relief, both as to the cases where relief ia
granted and us to the amount ullowod.

ADMISSION OF NEW STATES.

The admission of the Stutes of Wyoming
and Idaho to the Vnioii ure events full of
Interest und congratulations, not only to the
people of those States now happily endowed
with a full participation In our privileges
and responslbilites, but to all our people.
Another belt of States stretches from the At-
lantic to the Pacific.

THE CENSUS.
The enumeration of noonle ot the tTnlted

States under the provision of the act of March
1, lsyo, has been completed, and the result
Will be at once officially communicated in
Congress. The completion of this decennial
enumeration devolves upon Congress the
duty of making a new apportionment of
Representatives "among the several Stutes,
according to their respective numbers."

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE.
The report of the Secretary of Agriculture

deserves speciol attention. In view of the
fact that the year has been marked in a very
unusual degree by agitation und organiza-
tion among the fanners, looking to an In-

crease in the profits of their business. It
will be found that the efforts of the depart-
ment bave been intelligently and zeulously
devoted to the promotion of the interests
intrusted to Its care. A very sub-
stantial Improvement In the market
prices In the leading farm prod-
ucts during the year is noticed. Tbe
price ot wheat advanced from SI cents In
October, lw, $1.004 in October, 1S90; corn
from 81 cents to 5014 cents; outs from l'.m
cents to 48 cents, and barley from 68 cents
to 7H cents. Meats showed a substantial but
not so large an increase. The export trade
in iliw" animals and fowls shows a very
large Increase, the total value of such ex- -

Eorts for the year ending June so, 1X90, was
and the increase over the pre-

ceding year wus over $15,000,000. Nearly
200,000 more cattle and over 45,000,000
more hogs were exported than In the
firoeodlng year. The export trade

pork products and in dairy pro-
ducts waa very largely increased, the In-

crease In the article of butter alone being
from 15,504,1178 pounds to 29,748.042 pounds,
and tbe totul Increase In the vulue of meat
and dairy products exported being $34,000,000.
This trade, so directly helpful to the furmer,
It is believed, will be yet further and very
largely Increased when the system ot inspec-
tion and sanitary supervision now provided
by law ia brought fullv Into oDcratlon.

CATTLE INSPECTION.
The efforts of the Secretary to astabllsh the

healthfulness of our meats against the dis-
paraging Imputations that have beeu put
upon them abroad have resulted In substan-
tial progress. Veterinary surgeons sent out by
the department are now allowed to partici-
pate in the Inspection of the live cattle from
this country landed at the Kngllsb docks, and
during the several months they bave been on
duty no case of contagious pfeuro-pneumo-ni- a

has been reported. This Inspection
abroad and tbs domestic Inspection of live
animals and pork products, provided for by
the act of August to, 110, will afford as per-
fect a guarantee for the wholesotneness of
ourtneata offered for foreign consumption
as Is anywhere given to any food product,
and its will quite clearly
reveal the real motive of any continued
restriction of their use; and. that having been
made clearer, the duty ot tbe Executive will
be very plain.

THE BERT SUGAR TNDFSTRT.
The Information given by the Secretary of

the progress and pruspects of the beet sugar
Industry is full of lot crest. It bas already
passed the experimental stage and is a com-
mercial success. The area over which tbe
sugar beet can be suecewfully cultivated

large, and another fold crop of great
value la offered to tbs choic of tbe laxuier,

LEGISLATION.

I congratulate the Congress and the country
upon the passage at the first session of tho
Klfty first Congress of an unusual number of
laws of very high Importance. Thut the

of this legislation will In thequlckenlng
mid enlargement of our manufacturing in
dustrles, larger and better markets for our
breadstuff and provisions both ut home and
abroad, more constant employi it and bet-

ter wages for our working people, und un
inereused supply of a salo currency for the
transaction of business. I do not doubt
some of these measures wen enacted ut so
lute u period that the benellelal effect upon
commerce which were In the contemplation
of Oongross hare as yet but purtlully mani-
fested themselves.

TRADE AND INDUSTRY.

The general trade mid Industrial conditions
throughout the country during the yeur have
shown u marked Improvement lor muny
years prior to IHssthe merchandise balances
of foreign trade hud been largely in our fa-

vor, but In that year and the year fo.
lowing they turned against u. it Is very
grutilvlug to know thut the lust fiscal year
agaiu'shows a balance In our fuvorof over
$iw.noo,o(io. Tho bank clearings, which fur-
nish u good test of the volume of business
truiisucted for the first ten months of the
veurlx'.Nl show, us compared with the same
months of lw.l, an Incrense for the whole
count rv of about M per cent, while the

"outside of the city ot Xew York was
over 18 per cent. During tho n.oiith of Octo-

ber the clcurlug of the whole country
showed un Increase ot 3.1 per cent, over
October, lK!l, while outside 01 New- -

York the increase wus 11' J per rem. 1 neso
figure show thut the Incrense lu the volume
of business was verv general throughout the
country. That this large business w us being
enmllie ted imon u sufo and profitable basis
Is shown bv the fact that there were three
hundred less failures reported in October,
1HU0, than in the same month of the preced-
ing vear, with liabilities diminished by about
$5,000,1X10.

THE M'KINLET TARIFF.

The General Turiff uct bus only partially
gone Into operation, some of it Important
provision being limited to take effect at
dates yet In the future. The general pro.
visions of the law have been In force less
than slxtv dnvs. It permanent cnect on
truiln Hint nriees still stand ill conject
ure. It is curious to note thut the
advance In tho nrico of articles whol
Iv unaffected by the Tariff act wus
bv munv hastily ascribed to tnut
act. Notice wu not taken of tho fact that
the general tendency of the murkets wus up- -

umifiI from Influence wllollv Ulllirt frotll the
recent tariff legislation. I'he enlargement
of our currency bv the silver bill unuoiiittiy
guvc an upward tendency to trade und hud u
marked effect on nriees: but this natural and
desired effect of the silver llglslatlon was by
many erroueusly attributed to tho Turin
act.

TARIFF REVISION.
Thorn la neither wisdom nor suggestion

that the subject of turiff revision snail be
opened before tins law lias nii'i a uur iriai.
Hlsoiiito true that everv tariff schedule is
subject to objections. No bill wus ever
framed, I suppose, that In ull of its rates and
classification had the full approval even of
u party caucus. Such legislation Is always
und necessarily the product ot compromise
us to details, und the present law is no
exception. Hut, in Its general scope
und effect. I think, it will justiry tno sup.
port of those who believe that Ainericun leg
Islatlon should conserve and defend Amor
lean trade und the w ages of Amcricuu work
miti.

The misinformation as to the terms of the
act, which has been so widely dlssemniuieu
ut home und abroad, will be corroded by ex
perience und the evil auguries us to Its results
coniouniieu ovine liiuraci reports, im- - Blu-
ings banks, International trade balance und
the general prosperty of our people. Already
wo begin to hear from abroad und from
our custom-house- s thut the prohibitory effect
upon importations imputed to the uct is not
Instilled. The Imnort at the port of New
York for the first three week of November
were nearly per cent, greater tnuu ior tue
same period in 1ks and 2W per cent, greater
timn iu the same period ot 1hh. And so lar
irom liemg an net to limit exports, 1 conn-dentl- y

believe thut under it w e shall secure a
lamer and more nrotttuble participation in
foreign trade than we huve ever enjoyed, und
thut we sliuli recover U proportionate par-
ticipation In the uccuu currying trudc of the
world.
ritOIIIBITORT OR TIETALIATORT LEGISLATION.

There is 110 disposition among any of our
people to promote prohimiory or iciaiiuiory
legislation. Our pol icies ure adopted not to
the hurt of others, but to secure for ourselves
those advantages that fairly grow out of our
luvored position us u nation, our form of
government, with its Incident of universal
suffrage, makes it imperative thut we shall
save our working people from the agitations
und distresses which scant work und wuges
thut huve no niurgin for comfort ulwuvs
get. Hut utt.tr ull this is done, it will bo
found thut our murkets ure open to friendly
commercial exchanges of enormous vulue
to the other greut Powers.

RECIPROCITY.

There were but two methods of obtaining
control of this question open to Congress:
To pluce ull these urtlcles upon tho dutiuble
list subject to such treaty agreements as
could be secured, or to place them ull pres
ently upon tue tree list, but suujeei 10 tno

of specified duties If the coun-
tries from which we receive them should re-

fuse to givo us suitable reciprocal benefit.
This latter method, I think, possesses greut
advuntuges. It expresses In advunce
the consent of Congress to reciprocity

affecting these products which
must huve otherwise been ucluyod und un-

ascertained until each treaty was ratified by
the Senate and the necessary legislation en-

acted by Congress, experience bus shown
thut some treaties looking to reelprocul
trade bave failed to secure a two-thir- d vote
in tbe Senute for ratification, and oth-
ers buying passed thut stugo huve tor
yeurs awaited the concurrence of tho House
und Senute In such modifications of our rev-
enue luws us were necessury to give effect to
tneir provisions. We now huve the concur-
rence of both ilouses in advunce In a dis-
tinct and dcUnite offer of tree entry to
our ports of specific articles. The

is not required to deal in con-
jecture as to whut Congress will ac-
cept. Indeed this reciprocity provision
is more than an offer. Our part of tbe bar-
gain is complete; delivery has been mude,
und when the countries from which we re-

ceive sugar, coffee, teus und hides, huve
placed on thelrfreelistssuch of our products
as shall be ugreod upon, us an equivalent for
our eoneession, a proclamation of that fact
completes the transaction ; and In the mean-
time our own people bave free sugar, tea,
coffee and bides.

NEW LEGISLATION.
In addition to the important bills that be-

came lawa before the adjournment of tbe last
session, some other bills ot the highest im-
portance were well advanced toward a final
vote and now stand upon the calendars of
the two Bouses In favored positions. The
present session bus a fixed limit, and if
these measures are not now brought
to a final vote all the work that bus been
done upon them by this Congress is lost.
The proper consideration of these, of an Ap-
portionment bill and of the annual appro-
priation bills will require not only that no
working day of the session shall be lost, but
thut measures of minor and local Interest
shall not be allowed to Interrupt or retard
the progress of those that are of universal
Interest. In view of these conditions, I
retrain from bringing before you at
tbia time some suggestions that
would otherwise be made, and most earn-
estly Invoke your attention to the duty of
perfecting the important legislation now
well advanced, to some of these measures
which seem to me most Important I now
briefly call your attention.

AMERICAN STEAMSHIP LIXX.
I desire to repeat with added urgency the

recommendations contained In my last annu-
al message in relation to the developments of
American steamship lines. The reciprocity
clause of the Tariff bill w ill be largely limit-
ed, and Its benefits retarded and diminished.
If provision is not contemporaneously made
to encourage the establishment of flrst-clus- a

steam communication between our ports and
the porta of such nations as may meet our
overtures for enlarged commercial ex-
changes.

THE INTERNATIONAL-AMERICA- BANK.
1 had occasion, In May last, to transmit to

Congress a report adopted Vj the Interna
tionul Ainericun Conference upon tbe subject
ot the Incorporation of an International
American bank, with a view to faellltultnjf
money exchange between the stater, repre-
sented In thut conference. Such an Institu-
tion would greut ly promote the trade we ar)
seeking to develop. 1 renew tho recommen-
dation thut a rureful and well-guurdc- d char
tor be grunted.

RELIEF FOR THE SUPREME COURT.

The bill for the relief of the Supremo Court
has, utter munv years of discussion, reached,
a position when final action Is easily attain-
able, und It is hoped thut any differences of
opinion may bo so harmonized us to save the
essential features of this very Important
measure. In this connection I earnestly re-
new mv recommendation that the salaries of
the Judges of the I'nited States District
courts bo so readjusted that none of tboui
ahull receive less than $5,000 per uiinuiu.

A NATIONAL BANKRUPT LAW.

The enactment of a National bankrupt law
I ft 11 regard us very desirable. The Constitu-
tion having given to Congress Jurisdiction ot
this subject. It should be exercised and uni-
form rules provided for tho administration ot
Insolvent debtors. The Inconveniences re-
sulting from tho occasional and temporary
exercise ot this power by Congress, and front
the conflicting State codes of Insolvency
w hlch come Into force Intermediately should
be removed bv the enactment of a simple. In-

expensive uml periuunoiit Nutiouul bunkrupt
luw.

THE PORTAL TELEGRAPH SCHEME.

The use of the telegraph by the Post-Offic- e

Department us a means for the rapid trans-
mission ot written communications Is, I be-
lieve, upon proper terms, quite desirable.
Tho Government does not own or operate
the railroads, und It should not, I think, own
or operate telegraph lines. It does, how-
ever, seem to be quite practicable
for the Government to contract with)
tho telegraph companies, as it does
with tho railroad compuules to carry at
specified rates such communications
as the senders may designate for this method
of transmission. I recommend thut such
legislation bo enacted us will enuble the)
Post office Department fuirlv to test by ex-
periment the udvantuges of such a use of
the telegraph.

ELECTION LAWS.

If any Intelligent and loyal company of
Ainericun citizens were required to catalogue
tho essential Immune conditions of National
lite, I do not doubt thut with absolute unanim-
ity they would begin with free and honest
elections. And it is gratifying to know gen-
erally th' re isu growing unu n

demand for better election laws. Hut ugainst
this sign of hope und progress must be set
the depressing und undeniable tact that elec-
tion luws ami methods ure sometimes cun-
ningly contrived to secure minority control,
w bile violence completes tbe shortcomings
ot fraud.

In my lust annual message I suggested that
the development of the existing luw, provid-
ing a Federal supervision of Congressional
elections, offered un effective method ot re-
forming these abuses. Tbe need of such a law
bus manifested itself In muny parts of the
country, und its wholesome restraints and
pciiulti'cs will be useful in ull. The constitu-
tionality of such legislation has been affirmed
by tho Supreme Court. Its probable effect-
iveness Is evidenced by tbocburucterof tbe
opposition that is made to It. It has been
denounced us if it were a now exercise of
Federal power and un Invasion of the rights
of the Stutes. Nothing could bo further trout
the truth. Congress bus already fixed tho
time for the election of members of Con-
gress. It has declared thut votes for mem-
bers ot Congress must be written or printed
ballots. It bus provided for the appoint-
ment by the Circuit Courts in certain cases,
uml upon the petition of a certain number of
citizens' of election supervisors, and mude it
their duty to supervise the registration of
voters conducted by the Stnto officers; to
chullenge persons offering to register; to
personally inspect and scrutinize tba
registry lists, und to affix their names
to the lists for the purpose ot identi-
fication and the prevention of frauds; to at-
tend ut elections und remain with the boxes
till the ballot ure counted; to uttuch to the
registry lists und election returns uny state-
ment touching the accuracy aud fairness of
the registry and election, an 2 tiV
tuke and transmit to the clerk ot
the House ot ltepresentiitives uny evi-
dence of fraudulent practices which may
be presented to them. The same luw
Iirovide for the appointment of Deputy

Stutes marshals to attend at the polls,
support the supervisors in the discharge of
their duties und to arrest person violating
the election luws. Tho provisions of this
familiar titlcof the revised statutes huve been
put into exercise by both the great political
parties, and in tho North us well us in the
south, by the tiling with tho court of tbo
petitions required by luw.

The present luw stops Just a little
short of effectiveness, for It surrenders to
the local authorities all control over the
certification which establishes the prima,
facie right to a seat in the fiouse
ot ltepresentiitives. This defect should
be cured. Kuuullty of representation
und the purity of the electors must be main-
tained, or every thing that Is vuluuble in our
system of Government Is lost. Tbequalitlca-turn- s

of un elector must be sought In the
law, not In tho opinions, prejudices, or fears
of any class, however, powerful. The
path of tbe elector to tbe ballot-bo- x

must be free from tbe ambush of fear and
the anticipation of fraud; the count so true
thut none shall gainsay It. Such a law should
lie absolutely n und impartial.
It should give the advantage to honesty and
the control to majorities. Surely there Is
nothing sectional ubout this creed, and if lt
shall happen that tbe penultles of laws In-

tended to enforce these rights full hers and
not there, it Is not because the law is sectional,
but because, buppily, crime la local and noS
universal. Nor should it be forgotton that
every luw, whether relating to elections
or to any other subject, whether
enacted by tho State or by tbe Na-
tion, has force behind it. The courts,
tho mursliul or constable, the posse
comltutus, the prison, are all aud always
behind the luw. One cun not be Justly
churged with unfriendliness to any section
or class who seek only to restrain violations
of law and of personal right. No community
will find lawlessness profitable. No commu-
nity cun ufford to have it known that the
officers who are churged with the pres-
ervation of the public peace and
the restraint of the criminal classes
are themselves product of fraud or
violence. The magistrate Is then without
respect and the luw without sanction. The
floods of lawlessness can not be leveed and
made to flow In one channel. The killing of
a United 6tatea marshal carrying a writ of
arrest for an election offense Is full ot
prompting and auggoatlon to men who
are pursued by a city marshal for
a crime against life or property.
Hut It is suld thut this legislation will revive
race animosities, and some have even sug-
gested that when tho peaceful methods of
fraud are made Impossible that they may be
supplanted by Intimidation and violence. If
the proposed law gives to any qualified
elector by a hulr'a weight more than
his equal influence, or detracts by so
much from any other qualified elect
or. It is fatally impeached. bus
if the law Is eqnal and the animosities It la to
evoke grow out ot the fact tbat some electors
have been accustomed to exercise the fran-
chise for others as well as for themselves,
then tbeae animosities ought not to be
confessed without shame and can not
be given anv weight in tbe discussion
without dishonor. No choice isleft to me but
to enforce with vigor all laws intended to
secure to tbe citizen bis constitutional
rights and to recommend that the inade
quacies of such lawa be promptly remedied.

APPROPRIATION BILLS.
The nrenaratlon of the sreneral annronrla- -

tlon bills should be conducted with the great-
est care and the closest scrutiny of expendi-
tures. Appropriations should be adequate
to the needs ot the public service, but they
ahould be absolutely free from prodigality.

XO TIME TO WASTE
I venture arain to remind Ton that tbe

brief time remaining for the consideration
of the Important legislation now
awaiting your attention offers no margin
for waste. If the present duty is discharged
with diliirence. fidelity and couraae tbe work
of the Kit ty-tlr- Congress may be confidently
submitted to theconsiderute judgment of the
people. 11ENJAMIN ilAKISOM.

x.xecutivs Aiansion, u. u, itoc u una.


